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facts which brings the phenomenon into existence,
had existed always or for an indefinite duration,
the effect also would have existed always or been
produced an indefinite time ago. It is thus a ne-
cessary part of the fact of causation, within the
sphere of our experience, that the causes as well
as the effects had a beginning in time, and were
themselves caused. It would seem therefore that
our experience, instead of furnishing an argument
for a first cause, is repugnant to it; and that the
very essence of causation as it exists within the
limits of our knowledge, is incompatible with a
First Cause.

But it is necessary to look more particularly into
the matter, and analyse more closely the nature of
the causes of which mankind have experience. For
if it should turn out that though all causes have
a beginning, there is in all of them a permanent
element which had no beginning, this permanent
element may with some justice be termed a first
or universal cause, inasmuch as though not suffi-
cient of itself to cause anything, it enters as a
con-cause into all causation. Now it happens that
the last result of physical inquiry, derived from
the converging evidences of all branches of physical
science, does, if it holds good, land us so far as the .
material world is concerned, in a result of this
sort. Whenever a physical phenomenon is traced to